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• Enhancing teachers’ understanding of cultivating students’

interest and skills in reading, and connecting their reading and

writing experiences;

• Promoting Reading across the Curriculum (RaC) through

integrating students’ knowledge, skills and learning experiences

gained in different KLAs; and

• Inspiring teachers with good practices on promoting RaC in the

primary English classroom

Objectives 



Respond to local, 
regional and 
global contextual 
changes

Build on existing 
strengths and 
practices of 
schools

Curriculum 
enhancement to 
benefit student 
learning 

Ongoing Renewal of the School Curriculum  



*Chinese version only*

(https://www.edb.gov.hk/pecg)

“Cultivate Values for Leaders of Tomorrow

Create Space to Foster Whole-person Development” 

Primary Education Curriculum Guide (PECG) (2024)

https://www.edb.gov.hk/pecg


Primary Education Curriculum Guide (PECG) (2024)



Primary Education Curriculum Guide (PECG) (2024)

Strengthening cross-curricular 

learning and reading across the 

curriculum to develop      

students’ lifelong learning 

capabilities



Updating of Curriculum Documents 

(CDC, 2002)

(P1 – S3)

(CDC, 2004) (CDC, 1999) (CDC & HKEAA, 2007)

9 years 12 years

(CDC, 2025) (CDC, 2018) (CDC & 
HKEAA, 2021)

(CDC, 2017)

(P1 – S6)

http://www.edb.gov.hk/elecg

(CCDC & 
HKEAA, 2023) 
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http://www.edb.gov.hk/elecg


Families

Schools  
Community

Cultivation of Reading Interest

• Create a reading-rich 

environment 

• Promote positive reading habits 

• Make reading fun and engaging

• Support various kinds of reading 

activities 

• Provide community 

reading resources 

• Foster a city-wide            

reading culture 

• Teach reading skills explicitly 

• Promote Reading across the 

Curriculum (RaC)

• Organise and join various 

kinds of reading activities

• Engage various stakeholders 

to promote reading in school 



Some Reading Activities 



• Create a positive reading 
environment 

• Offer diverse reading 
materials  

• Engage family support

• Connect with students’ own 
experiences and interest  

• Build strong reading skills

• Collaborate with teachers of 
other KLAs

Some Considerations on Cultivating 
Students’ Reading Interest 



The ability to read 
and write effectively

The ability to process 
and create multimodal 
texts

Equipping Students with 
New Literacy Skills / 
Multimodal literacy skills 

Challenges 
in the 21st

century

Lifelong 
learning

Promoting Reading 
across the Curriculum

Literacy Development in the English Classroom 



Junior Secondary

• Exposing students to a wide 
range of text types (both 
print and  non-print)

• Promoting Reading across 
the Curriculum and 
Language across the 
Curriculum

• Exposing to a wide spectrum 
of reading and viewing 
materials

Senior Secondary

• Exposing students to a wider 
range of more complex texts 
(both print and non-print)

• Incorporating elements of the 
creative use of English into 
the English Language 
curriculum

• Extending students’ language 
exposure and use of English 
for academic purposes 

Primary

• Exposing students to a 
range of reading 
materials (including 
information books)

• Incorporating Reading 
Workshops into the 
school English Language 
curriculum and teaching 
reading skills explicitly

Using print books with a 
variety of text types

Using non-print 
reading resources 

Connecting students’ reading and writing experiences Promoting Reading across the Curriculum

Developing students’ 
reading and viewing skills

Reading Journey across Key Stages 

Teaching strategies 
for reading



Pictorial clues

Contextual clues

Prior knowledge

Letter sounds

Letter patterns

Grammar

Prefixes, Suffixes, 
Verb endings, 
Plurals

Reading Strategies 



KS1 KS2

1. Understanding the basic conventions of written English

Following left to right
directionality

Using knowledge of basic
letter-sound relationships
to read out simple words

Sight reading common
words

Using knowledge of letter-
sound relationships to read
aloud a variety of simple texts

Sight reading a wide range of 
common words
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Progressive Development of Reading Skills from KS1 to KS2 



2. Constructing meaning from texts 

Guessing the meaning of unknown words by
using pictorial and contextual clues

Identifying key words for the main idea in a
sentence

Working out the meaning of unknown words by using
word association, visual clues, context & knowledge of
the world

Making predictions

Understanding the information on the book
cover and content page

Recognising the features of some common
text types

Skimming a text to obtain the main ideas

Understanding intention, attitudes and feelings
conveyed in a text

Recognising the features of a variety of text types

Re-reading the text to establish and confirm meaning
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Progressive Development of Reading Skills from KS1 to KS2 

KS1 KS2



KS1 KS2

3. Locating information and ideas 

Scanning a text using strategies
such as looking at repeated
words, words in bold, italics or
capital letters

Scanning a text by using strategies
such as looking at headings and
repeated phrases

Locating specific information in
a short text in response to
questions

Identifying details that support the gist
or main ideas
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Progressive Development of Reading Skills from KS1 to KS2 



Constructing meaning from texts and 
locating information and ideas 

Working out the meaning of unknown words by
using word association, visual clues, context &
knowledge of the world

Recognising recurrent patterns in language
structure

Making use of knowledge of the world to make
sense of the text

Skimming and scanning a text to obtain the main
ideas and locating specific information

Recognising the features of a variety of text
types

Understanding intention, attitudes and feelings
conveyed in a text

Re-reading the text to establish and confirm
meaning

Understanding, interpreting and analysing
different written and multimodal texts 

Understanding how sentences and parts of a
sentence relate to each other

Understanding the use of discourse markers 

Identifying implied meanings through making
inferences

Understanding different feelings, views and
attitudes

Acquiring, extracting and organising information
relevant to specific tasks
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Progressive Development of Reading Skills from KS2 to KS3 

KS2 KS3



Depth of 
Processing

Range and application
of reading strategies

Text complexity

Abstractness

Organisation

Density of 
information

Understanding
- Locating information
- Working out meaning of words and 

phrases
- Connecting ideas
- Identifying main ideas and 

supporting details
- Distinguishing facts from opinions
- Organising information and ideas

Inferring       
- Inferring feelings
- Deducing information and ideas
- Comparing information and ideas 
- Working out main ideas and 

themes

Interpreting
- Analysing information and 

ideas
- Synthesising
- Evaluating
- Justifying

Cognitive processes involved in reading

Underlying principles

Activating prior knowledge and experiences in processing a wide range of texts for different reading purposes
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Progressive Development of Reading Skills



English Language Education Key Learning Area English Language Curriculum Guide (Primary 1-6), p. A63

Teaching Strategies for Reading 
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Pre-reading While-reading Post-reading
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The Reading Process 



 Clear beginning / middle / end  

 Topic related to students’ experiences 
and interest 

 Texts allowing rich opportunities for 
discussion and follow-up tasks … 

 Current, age-appropriate, 
accurate and reliable information 

 Graphics that explain and enhance 
the text 

 References to find more 
information …

Some Considerations on Selecting                     
Reading Materials  
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Fiction Non-fiction 



Enhancing the 
implementation of  
Reading Workshops

 Ensuring the progressive development of reading skills and
strategies

 Providing opportunities for students to develop their
creativity and critical thinking skills

 Introducing the features of different text types explicitly

Connecting students’ 
reading and writing 
experiences

 Making alignment between the General English
programme and Reading Workshops to design writing
tasks with meaningful contexts

 Exposing students to authentic readers to enrich their
writing ideas and language used

Connecting students’ 
reading and writing 

experiences 

Creating space by organising the 
school English Language 

curriculum more coherently
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From Reading to Writing 



Reasons for Promoting RaC

• Sharpen students’ reading skills and strategies and help
them connect their learning experiences, and broaden
knowledge acquired in different KLAs

• Provide students with extended learning experiences to
further develop their literacy skills, proper values and
attitudes and world knowledge



When implementing RaC, English Language teachers are encouraged to: 
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• identify English reading materials in both print and 
non-print forms with a variety of text types 

• integrate RaC into Reading Workshops to develop 
students’ reading skills and strategies, thinking 
skills and other skills necessary for processing 
information texts 

• collaborate with teachers of other KLAs to 
conduct curriculum mapping, identify appropriate 
reading materials, design cross-curricular learning 
activities, adjust teaching schedules and assess 
students’ performance  

ELCG (2025)

• develop students’ reading to learn capabilities and 
reading habits

• promote values education using relevant reading 
contexts 



Leaflet on 
“Reaping 
Multiple 
Benefits 
through 

Promoting 
Reading 

across the 
Curriculum 

in the 
Primary 
English 

Classroom”



Reflection on Curriculum Planning and                              
LTA Strategies 

What are the reading 
skills introduced in the 

school English Language 
curriculum? 

Planning Evaluation Implementation 

How do you assess and 
facilitate the development 
of students’ reading skills?

What teaching strategies 
do you use to develop 

students’ reading skills 
progressively?



Curriculum 
Documents

PDPs (Slides)

References & 
Resources

References and Resources

www.edb.gov.hk/ele

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/index.html
http://www.edb.gov.hk/ele


SOW Campaign 2024/25

Student Activities

"In Love We Share, In Love We 

Grow" Thematic Book Series

L&T resources on “SOW the Reading 

Seed – Inspire and Be Inspired”

English Language Resource Kit 
on National Security Education 
at the Primary Level 

A Collection of English Learning Activities for 
the Promotion of Values Education: Examples 
from the School-based Activity “Week of Love 
and Growth”

English Animation Series                         
“An Inspiring Journey through Chinese 
Fables and Tales” (Season 2)



Literacy Development

Resources

in support 

of the ELE 

KLACG 

(2017)

Cross-curricular Learning 
 Fantastic People Videos and Activity Booklet

https://www.edb.gov.hk/Fantastic_People

 e-Book Traditional Chinese Festivals
https://www.edb.gov.hk/chinese_festivals

 Using Storytelling to Develop Students' Interest in Reading 
- A Resource Package for English Teachers (2015)

 Teaching Phonics at Primary Level (2017)

 Parents’ Guide to Effective English Language Learning 
(2019)

https://www.edb.gov.hk/Fantastic_People
https://www.edb.gov.hk/chinese_festivals


https://www.edb.gov.hk/ele_
assessment

https://www.edb.gov.hk/Pri_
RaC

https://www.edb.gov.hk/pri_
potential

https://www.edb.gov.hk/pri_
reading

Leaflets

https://www.edb.gov.hk/ele_assessment
https://www.edb.gov.hk/Pri_RaC
https://www.edb.gov.hk/pri_potential
https://www.edb.gov.hk/ele_reading
https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/Reading/Reading_Leaflet%20_Final%2020190815.pdf


Audio Books

Naxos Spoken 

Word Library

https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/en/e-resources/e-books/home/198641

e-Resources from the
Hong Kong Public Libraries

https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/en/e-resources/e-books/home/198641


• Cultivating students’ reading interest through working with

different parties and utilising community reading resources;

• Developing students’ reading skills and strategies through

explicit teaching in General English programme and Reading

Workshops; and

• Connecting students’ learning experiences and nurturing in

them proper values and attitudes through the promotion of

Reading across the Curriculum

Conclusion 


